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Protests In 
Iran 
Sage Maxwell
For many decades, Iran, a 
predominantly Islamic country in 
the Middle East, has struggled with 
a powerful, oppressive government 
and the violent discrimination of 
minorities. State.gov says, “During 
the last 40 years, however, after 
the ousting of the Shah, the Iranian 
people have been subjugated by an 
oppressive theocracy called the 
‘Islamic Republic,’ with a religious 
‘Supreme Leader’ overseeing all 
aspects of Iranian life.’” 

Women in Iran have very limited 
rights. Starting at age nine, they 
have to wear a hijab at all times, 
and they risk getting arrested and 
beaten for going without it. 
Morality police make sure no hair is 
showing, and are responsible for 
carrying out the punishments. It is 
also difficult for women to get a 
divorce and an abortion. Anyone 
who criticizes what the 
government is doing risks time in 

prison, public beating, or 
assassination. The situation 
intensified after the death of 
Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman 
who was killed on September 16, 
while in custody, for not wearing 
her hijab in a way the morality 
police deemed acceptable. This 
event isn’t uncommon in Iran, but 
her death triggered protests all 
around the country. 488 protesters 
have died so far, and anyone who 
participates in the protests runs 
the risk of not coming back home 
afterward.
As an act of protest, when the 
Iranian soccer team played 
England on November 21, the 
players refused to celebrate their 
goals and sing the national 
anthem. Instead, they stood by. In 

condemned his actions, saying, “I 
think it is appropriate now to 
declare that I oppose my brother's 
actions and I express my sympathy 
with all mothers mourning the 
crimes of the Islamic Republic, 
from the time of Khomeini to the 
current era of the despotic 
caliphate of Ali Khamenei” 
(reuters.com).

There are many ways we, as 
Americans, can help through 
donations. You can donate money 
to organizations such as The 
Center for Humane Rights in Iran, 
(CHRI), Amnesty International’s 
Appeal, and United for Iran. 
Another way to help is to make the 
situation known. Tell your friends 
what is happening, and encourage 
them to give a donation. 

Editors: Sabrina Fedewa and Sage Maxwell № 6

 Sources: state.gov, cnn.com, rferl.org, and unhcr.org

their next game, however, 
the players stopped their 
protest because their 
government back home 
was making death threats 
to their families.  
Recently, the sister of the 
supreme leader of Iran, 
Ali Khamenei, called the 
Ayatollah, (a-yah-tol-lah), Image: hindustantimes.com
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Most people love to decorate 
for Christmas to make their 
living space cozier.There are 
also other holidays like 
Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Boxing 
Day, and many more that 
celebrate and are decorated 
differently. They all celebrate 
by giving gifts, food, and 
decorating in their own 
different ways.

People who celebrate 
Kwanzaa decorate by placing 
ears of corn around the 
house along with other 
African crops, according to 
britannica.com. This holiday 
is celebrated from December 
26th to January 1st.  
according to Almanac.com, 
Hanukkah celebrators use 
blue and white as the 
celebratory colors that 
traditional This holiday is 
celebrated from December 
18th through December 26th.  
according to Britannica- 
.com. People   who  celebrate 
                    Christmas   use   red
                    and   green   as    the 
                    celebratory    colors

Decorations        
for this     
December
Lucas Watson

and normally  decorate 
with a Christmas tree and 
festive snow-themed 
decorations.  according to 
chabad.org. This holiday 
is celebrated from the 
beginning of December 
25th to the end of 
December 25th. According 
to  britannica.com.

People who celebrate 
Boxing day celebrate by 
giving food and presents 
to the poor and homeless. 
This holiday is celebrated 
on December 26th.

Hanukkah 
Menorah and 
Dreidels

Image: 
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Corn  
Tufts 
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Classic Holiday Movies You Must Watch This Year
Annabell Dobson
Watching holiday movies can 
be a wonderful way to bond 
with family and friends. But 
which movies are really worth 
watching this year? For 
starters, one holiday movie 
that cannot be missed is 
Christmas Vacation, the 
movie follows the Griswold 
family on their vacation 
which turns into a huge 
disaster (imbd.com). Another 
movie you must watch is 
Mistletoe & Menorahs. This 
movie observes a toy 
executive who must quickly 
learn about Hanukkah in 

order to score  a business 
deal, she goes on many 
adventures and falls in love 
along the way 
(goodhousekeeping.com). 

How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas, an  unforgettable 
classic takes place in 
Whoville where the Grinch 
plans to ruin Christmas 
(imbd.com). Another great 
Hanukkah movie is Double 
Holiday, a story about a 
woman whose work crashes 
her Hanukkah plans 
(goodhousekeeping.com).

Lastly, Home Alone, a story that 
follows Kevin, an eight-year-old 
whose family forgot him when 
they left for vacation. Kevin then 
must protect the house from 
two burglars (imbd.com). 
There's nothing left to do but get 
together with family and friends 
and watch these holiday 
classics! 

Image: 
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Two Men Rescued 
From Plane 
Crashed Into 
Electricity Tower
Minor Kennemer

In Montgomery Village, 
Maryland, around 12:15 in the 
morning, a tiny plane collided 
with an electrical transmission 
tower, cutting out electricity to 
nearly 10,000 people. According 
to USNews, Janet Williams, the 
passenger, is from Marrero, 
Louisiana, while the pilot, 
Patrick Merkle, resides in 
Washington, D.C. Due to the 
weather, which was overcast 
and wet, the pilot struck a 
phone line before crashing into 
the tower. The two men were 
hanging approximately 100 feet 
in the air from a tower that they 
were crammed into. They 
remained trapped there for over 
an hour. A large number of 
emergency personnel helped 
remove them from the airplane. 
There were no fatal injuries, 
only mild ones for both. 
usnews.com

The group stage ended, and half of the teams were eliminated. Now, it is 
the knockout rounds. If you lose, you are eliminated. 

                                                        December 3, 2022
In a long fight against the Netherlands, the USA lost 3-1. The USA did 
amazing but couldn’t pull it off.
Argentina and Australia played on this Saturday as well. It was a closer 
match than many expected, but Argentina pulled away 2-1, with Messi 
scoring the first goal.

       December 4, 2022
France beat Poland, 3-1. Sending Poland back home.
England beat Senegal 3-0. Harry Kane scored his first goal in the 2022 
World Cup, bringing England to the quarter finals. 

        December 5, 2022
Japan and Croatia had a very close match. It was tied by the end of the 
match, so they had to take penalty shootouts, resulting in Croatia 
winning. Penalty shootouts are when a player shoots the ball at a certain 
distance. It is the player versus the goalie, and if you score, you get a 
point. If the keeper saves it or misses, it’s zero points. In the end, Croatia 
won 3-1, advancing to the next round. 
Brazil and South Korea also played, and not surprisingly, Brazil won 4-1.

       December 6, 2022
Morocco and Spain had a very tight game. At the end of the game, it was 0 
to 0, so they went on to penalty kick shootouts. Everybody thought Spain 
would win, but Morocco won 3 to 0. 
Also, in a long sad fight with Switzerland, Portugal came out on top by a 
long shot of 5 points. The final score was 6-1. Cristiano Ronaldo did not 
start. 

                                                        December 9th,2022
It was a very close game when it came to Croatia and Brazil. It was over 
time and Brazil scored! Everyone thought Brazil had won, but Croatia 
scored to tie it! They went to penalty shootouts. In the end Croatia came 
out on top. The final score was 4 to 2 in penalty kick shootouts. 
Argentina and The Netherlands also played. Argentina was  the favored 
team, but it was also a very close game. They went into penalty shootouts 
and Argentina won 4-3.

Continued on Page 9

World cup
Blake Livengood and Fred Weibel
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Top 3 
Destinations to 
Visit In 
Colorado
Sam Redlon

Do you need a place to go for the 
holiday or for a trip? Here are the 
top 3 destinations in Colorado for 
you to go to!  First, we have Rocky 
Mountain National Park. Rocky is 
one of the highest national parks in 
the nation. The park's Trail Ridge 
Road inspired awe even before the 
first motorist traveled it. Most of 
the park is filled with animals and 
many different types and sizes of 
mountains. Many people visit to 
look at their colorful trees during 
the fall!  A second place to visit is 
Denver. Denver is Colorado's 
capital. Denver has one of the most 
unique city park location. Denver is 
known for their museums and their 
historical landmarks. It's also very 
colorful there! The third place is 
the Great Sand Dunes National 
Park. Every dune has a windward 
side and a slip face. Their dunes 
form from the wind they have there 
and by different obstacles found on 
the ground. 

Great things 
happen at Blevins…  

     Image:nationalparkservice.com

WEB Leaders collecting 
food for the Food Bank of 
Larimer County. A big thanks goes to 
King Soopers and our Fort Collins Community!

Our Basketball teams are 
A-MA-ZING! Thanks, coaches!

WEB Images: Ms. Bednar

Basketball Images Contributions 
were made by: Maia Grant-Bjella, 

Tatum Steveley, Maream Getlawi, 

Bailey Brimeyer, Zaylie Wiltshire, 

and Mr. Overton 



8 billion people

Have you ever wondered just how 
many people are in the world? Well,  as 
of November 15th 2022 the world 
population hit 8 billion people. Also, 
the population is expected to rise up 
to 9 billion people in about 15 years. 
According to worldometers.info, the 
world population was at 1 billion during 
the year 1804, but 183 years later (1987)  
the world reached  the population of 5 
billion. With that being said, this 
shows that the population has been 
growing exponentially over the past 
200 years compared to any time 
before the 1800’s.

This number may not seem like too 
much but imagine, if each person was 
just a $1 bill. 100 million $1 bills laid out 
side by side would measure out to 
10,000 miles of $1 bills. Keep in mind 
that the earth is only 8,000 miles 
across, meaning that 100 million 1 
dollar bills would go around the whole 
earth. Now let's multiply 100 million 
times 80. This would be 8 billion 1 
dollar bills. 10,000 times 80 equals 
800,000, this means 8 billion dollars 
stacked side by side would measure 
out to 800,000 miles. This is twice the 
size of the whole sun! 

   Jack Smith

                                         Image: worldometers.info 

Are you wondering who 
are the top 3 actresses? 
Mia bustamante

Here are the top 3.

Zendaya is one of the most famous 
actresses in the world. She has starred in 
many TV  shows such as the show Euphoria, 
which blew up around 2019, and in many 
disney movies, such as Zapped, Frenemies, 
and K.C. Undercover. Zendaya is also very 
famous for Spider-Man: No Way Home and 
for being in a relationship with Tom Holland, 
who played the role Spiderman.

Another very famous actress is Emily Blunt. 
She has become very famous for being in 
movies such as Mary Poppins Returns, 
Jungle Cruise, and in all movies of A Quiet 
Place. Emily is also an achiever of several 
awards which includes a Golden Globe Award 
and a Screen Actors Guild Award.
 

Emma Watson is another of the top 3 
actresses. Emma is very famous for starring 
in movies such as the entire series of the 
Harry Potter. She also is in the movies Beauty 
and the Beast,  Baller Shoes and the Tale of 
Despereaux. Emma Watson is also very 
known for her role in Women’s rights work. 
She has achieved awards such as a Young 
Artists Award and 3 MTV Awards.

                                       Image: depositphotos.com



Holiday Question: 
“What gift do you want for the holidays?”
Blake Livengood and Fred Weibel

“A duck” -Eva Gooding-Buccino 
“Shoes” -Alvionna Jones
“Pet unicorn” -Jailynn Casten
“Hoodies” -Bella Ostrom
“Yeezys’’ -Cruz Baca
“Baseball bat” -Asher Tolpa
“Bag of Doritos and students to learn a lot.” -Mr. Zappa

Fort Collins’ 
Oldest Mystery
Oona Greenwood

On July 3rd, 1907, police 
officer Joseph Allen was 
patrolling “The Jungles”, 
an area outside of city 
limits where more illegal 
activity went on. Here, 
Officer Allen had 
prosecuted multiple 
cases of liquor law 
violations. During this 
time, Fort Collins was a 
dry county, meaning you 
could not sell alcohol 
within the county. At 9 
PM, someone reported 
seeing Officer Allen 
having a friendly 
conversation with the 
local physician. 

At 10:30 PM, however, he 
was found in a pool of his 
own blood, unconscious. 
He was taken to the 
hospital and hours later 
died. Near Allen’s body, 
investigators found a 
bloody brick. It was ruled 
he died of a crushed 
skull. Multiple suspects 
were arrested but all 
were released due to lack 
of evidence, making the 
death of Officer Joseph 
Allen Fort Collins’ oldest 
unsolved murder.

                                         Image: mike-snook.com

Sources: townsquarenoco.com, larimer.org, 
fcgov.com

Image: goodhousekeeping.com

Ode to 
The Blevins 
PAWS student 
newspaper staff
Mrs. Choun and       
Mrs. Johnson

It is with great pride that we, 
the teachers of our very first 
newspaper staff, say THANK 
YOU to all our ELO students. 
You have been amazing, and we 
are so impressed with you and 
what you have done. It is not 
easy to research, draft, revise, 
edit, take criticism, meet 
deadlines, format, re-format, 
print, and handle the pressure 
of producing a bi-weekly 
newspaper. You did it!

To our editors, Sage and 
Sabrina, you two are absolute 
superstars! Your attention to 
details is impressive. Your 
ability to give professional peer 
feedback--even when it is 
difficult--is commendable. We 
adore you both greatly. Our 
staff is forever indebted to you 
as you two are amazing, not to 
mention our very FIRST The 
Blevins PAWS editors EVER!



Top three 
charities to 
donate to this 
holiday season
Terrin Merritt

As you all know, Christmas 
is coming up this month, 
and we’re all getting into 
the Christmas spirit. If 
you're feeling generous or if 
you just want to make a 
change, here are the top 
three charities you can 
donate to this holiday 
season. The first charity is 
Make A Wish. This is an 
excellent option because 
this charity helps children 
who are terminally ill or will 
have their lives changed for 
the rest of their lives by 
giving them the chance to 
fulfill their bucket list 
wishes.

The Salvation Army is the 
second charity you can 
donate to this holiday, 
Christmas. This is an 
excellent option for 
supporting the people who 
may not be as lucky as you 
are to have a nice 
Christmas. Our last charity 
on this list is the Prison 
Fellowship, which helps 
prison reforms to come 
back into a safe society to 
go back and have a normal 
life. 

Here is a sneak peek of 
what you can expect from 
the 2022-2023 Blevins 
Yearbook Staff:

Theme: Start of 
Something New
Price: $40 
*The price goes up on 
December 31st. Get it 
before it goes up!*

Scan the QR Code below 
to order your yearbook 
from Jostens:

Top 10 things to put on your Christmas list

                                      Image: istockphoto.com

By: Jazzy Wheeler
What are some of the best gifts for 
teens? Well for starters, 
mini-fridges. Mini fridges are great 
for skin care products, food, and 
soda. These are great for teens so 
they have easy access to their 
things. Next is galaxy lights. Galaxy 
lights are a good decoration for your 
room to make it feel more 
comfortable and add some color to 
your ceiling and walls. The third 
thing on my list is blankets because 
everyone likes blankets. The fourth 
thing on my list is neon signs, which 
are good room decorations and add 

color to your room. Plus there are 
lots of different types.  The  fifth  
thing is fuzzy socks because they 
are perfect for all the holidays. There 
are lots of patterns and everyone 
likes fuzzy socks. The sixth thing is 
hoodies because all teens like 
hoodies, and some are expensive, so 
it’s a good thing to ask for them for 
Christmas. The seventh thing is 
skincare. Skincare is really good 
because a lot of teens are 
self-conscious and skincare really 
helps with that. The eighth thing is 
phone cases because teens use 

their phones a lot and phone cases 
get ruined easily, so a nice phone 
case is a good thing to ask for. The 
ninth thing is a  laser keyboard. 
Laser keyboards are a keyboard that 
projects letters on the table and you 
can click them. This is great for 
teenagers because of all the 
homework teenagers have. The last 
thing is jewelry because every teen 
likes jewelry. Rings, Necklaces, 
Earrings, Bracelets… etc. are all very 
good things for teens to ask for this 
Christmas 
(Goodhousekeeping.com).

It’s 
Yearbook 
Time…



Finn Rose 
Q- What's the best Christmas 
you can remember?
A- When I was five and I got my 
favorite lego set.                 
Q- What items are on your 
Christmas list?
A- Sweatshirts, cologne, and a 
punching bag.
Q- Would you rather spend 
Christmas with friends or 
family? Why?
A- Family.

“

OLYMPIAD WINNERS

      Holiday Interviews
                      Alvionna Jones, Bella Ostrom, Eva Gooding-Buccino

We interviewed four 8th-grade students: Finn Rose, Liam                             
Boesenecker, and Mathew Bales

Liam Boesnecker
Q- What’s the best 
Christmas you can 
remember?
A- In 2015, we used to go 
to my grandma’s house.
Q- Would you prefer 
someone buy something 
you asked for or have it be 
a surprise?
A- Have it be a surprise.
Q- Would you rather hang 
out with friends or family 
on Christmas? Why?
A- Friends because my 
family is boring.

Mathew Bales
Q- Do you celebrate 
Christmas if so how 
important is it to you?
A- I don't celebrate 
Christmas.
Q- What's your 
favorite holiday 
movie?
A- Step Bros.

All Images by 
Alvionna Jones



A Charlie 
Brown 
Christmas 
Special
Cooper Perkins

A Charlie Brown Christmas 
Special first aired in 1965. The 
main character Charlie 
Brown, voiced by Karen Mend, 
and other kids go around 
spreading Christmas cheer.
After the  special  A Boy 
Named Charlie Brown hit 
theaters   and   made  over   12

million dollars, the creators 
decided to make a second 
movie A Charlie Brown 
Christmas. Almost 40 years 
later it is one of the best 
holiday movies. 89% of 
people who watched it gave it 
a thumbs up.
I watched it with my family 
the other night and they all 
thought it was great but my 
little brother, Wylie, thought 
it was one of the best Holiday 
movies. 
But he thinks that nothing 
can beat Home Alone. Overall, 
you should watch it with your 
friends and family. Happy 
holidays everyone from the 
newspaper team, and thank 
you for reading.

December 10, 2022
Morocco and Portugal played. In the end they finished with Morocco on top with a score of 1-0. Morocco (the 
underdogs) are into the semi-finals. 
Also on Saturday, France faced off against England. The final score was 2-1, with France on top.

December 13-14, 2022 semi-finals
In the first game of the semi-finals. Argentina played Croatia. Messi scored a PK, and Argentina pulled away winning 
3-0 to send Argentina to the finals and Croatia back to the buses.
France and Morocco went head to head Dec 14th and in the end France was victorious, 2-0. 

Round of 16  Quarter final                                            Semi-final 
Netherlands won 3-1 to USA                        Croatia won 4-2 to Brazil in pk                                       Argentina won 3-0 to Croatia 
Argentina won 2-1 to Australia              Morocco won 1-0 to Portugal                                                  France won 2-0 to Morocco 
Croatia won 3-1 to Japan in pk                     France won 2-1 to England
Brazil won 4-1 to South Korea                       Argentina won 4-3 to Netherlands in pk
France won 3-1 against Poland
England won 3-0 to Senegal
Morocco won 3-0 to Spain in pk     
Portugal won 6-1 to Switzerland            

World cup
blake Livengood 
and fred Weibel
Continued from Page 3

Image: pcmag.com

Go watch the final; it is on 
December 18, 2022 8 AM 

Mountain Time!!!



“

OLYMPIAD WINNERS

Why Mike 
McCarthy 
should be 
fired
Roman VanDerven       
and  Brody Rust

Mike McCarthy is 
currently the head coach 
of the Dallas Cowboys. He 
was brought on as their 
head coach after the 
firing of Jason Garrett 
happened to fall around 
the same time Mike 
McCarthy was fired by his 
past team, the Green Bay 
Packers. He is presently 
in his 3rd season as the 
Cowboys head coach, and 
is most certainly on the 
hot seat. Here’s why we 
(and many Cowboys fans 
across the globe) think he 
should be fired. 
The 2021 season had its 
ups and downs for the 
Cowboys, highlighted by 
the breakout season of 
their second year 
linebacker, Micah 
Parsons. 

But it all came to an abrupt 
end after the wildcard round 
of the playoffs. The Cowboys 
performed well enough to 
claim the number 3 seed for 
the NFC in the playoffs, 
putting them up against the 
49ers. But this wasn’t just 
your average loss. In football 
you really can’t blame one 
person for a loss, but this 
game you really could. In our 
opinion, that game was single 
handedly lost by Mike 
McCarthy’s game and clock 
management. His use of 
timeouts kept hindering the 
Cowboys when trying to 
manage the clock, as well as 
his atrocious playcalling. He 
ran a QB draw with 13 
seconds left and no timeouts 
at the 40 yard line. That play 
ended up being the end of the 
Cowboys’ season as Mike 
didn’t account for the time it 
took to clock the ball. 
McCarthy made mistakes like 
this all game long. You just 
can’t have that quality in a 
head coach and expect to go 
places. 

A second reason why 
McCarthy should be let go is 
due to his decision making 
and   lack   of   ability  to  infer. 

As a team trying to make a Super 
Bowl run, you can’t be losing coach 
being indecisive. A more recent 
example of this is the Packers game. 
McCarthy had to burn multiple 
timeouts because he wasn’t able to 
read the defense and call the right 
play. And it isn’t the OC Kellen 
Moore’s fault either. That was all on 
McCarthy. Despite that, the Cowboys 
and Packers were able to go into 
overtime. Dallas needed a 
touchdown to win. It was a 3rd and 4 
from around the 40. We could kick a 
53 yard field goal but Mike McCarthy 
opted to be gutsy in his return to 
Lambeau Field. So the decision to go 
for it on 4th down was totally 
respectable. But if you know you are 
going for it, why are we not running 
the ball on 3rd down? The incomplete 
pass via a ball from McCarthy made it 
so we were forced to pass on 4th 
down instead of handing it off to our 
clutch Halfback for a couple yard 
gain. Plus, the pass call on 4th down 
was also idiotic. His lack of ability to 
infer that the Packers would blitz 
became the downfall of us. The 
Packers capitalized on the turnover 
on downs and drove down the field 
for a game winning field goal all 
thanks to Mike.

In conclusion, if the Cowboys are 
serious about making it to the 
Superbowl, then we can’t have a head 
coach who makes these crucial 
mistakes. Therefore, Mike McCarthy 
should be fired. Jerry Jones- for the 
love of God please release McCarthy.

                                                    Image: facebook.com

                                             Image: wikipedia.com 



Foods for the 
2022 holidays! 
Gus O’Daniel 

Do you need some 
recipes for the holidays? 
My buddy, you've arrived 
at the correct location. 
A common Christmas 
meal is turkey. A lot of 

people can be fed for a low 
cost by using turkey, which 
can be cooked to 
perfection. Stuffing is 
another well-liked dish; it is 
typically used to fill turkeys 
but is equally delicious on 
its own.It can also be used 
in conjunction 9  with a 
number of other things. 
Although they taste 
fantastic together, gravy 
and mashed potatoes are 
equally fantastic on their 
own. Mashed potatoes are 

a nice side dish that pairs 
well with practically every 
holiday entrée.  One of the 
most popular foods is 
cookies! A delicious snack, 
cookies may also bring 
people together, such as 
when gathering the family 
for an enjoyable activity to 
foster family ties. 

Take advantage of the 
opportunity to socialize 
and do something fun with 
your pals over the holidays.

Most people in the U.S. 
celebrate Christmas, but there 
are other holidays celebrated 
around the world. In Israel, their 
most celebrated holiday is 
Hanukkah. According to 
www.britannica.com “Hanukkah 
is a Jewish festival that 
reaffirms the ideals of 
Judaism.” Hanukkah is 
celebrated to honor the 
rededication of the Second 
Temple of Jerusalem. The 
second temple of Jerusalem 
was a sacred prayer tower until 
the Romans destroyed it in 70 
CE. Seventy-three percent of 
people in Israel celebrate 
Hanukkah.

Holidays Around The World 
  Alexa Kriesman

This year Hanukkah is from 
December 18 to 26. People 
celebrate Hanukkah by lighting 
a Menorah, exchanging gifts 
with loved ones, and playing 
dreidel.  Chinese New Year is 
also celebrated during the 
holidays. This holiday is a little 
bit later than Christmas, in late 
January. Chinese New Year 
honors the harvest and brings 
in the good and bad. People of 
Chinese ethnicity celebrate the 
New Year by having parades, 
temple fairs, and flower market 
shopping.  All in all, the 
holidays are about happiness 
and spending time with loved 
ones.

                    Image: creazilla.com
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‘Twas the 
Night Before 
Christmas
Cathenia Hulett

‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas” is a classic 
holiday tale. According to 
iowacapitaldispatch.com, 
“‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas was 
instrumental in crafting 
the modern American 
version of Santa Claus. 
The poem describes St. 
Nicholas dressed all in 
fur, from his head to his 
foot, with twinkling eyes, 
rosy cheeks, a snow 
white beard and a round 
belly.”
This classic poem was 
first published 

anonymously under the 
title “Account of a Visit 
from St. Nicholas” in 1823 
and later was attributed to 
Clement Clarke Moore, 
who claimed authorship in 
1837. The whole story is 
about one man’s 
encounter with St. 
Nicholas. The whole idea 
though is to show cheer 
and what it means to 
celebrate the holidays. 
Nowadays, “‘Twas the 
Night Before Christmas” is 
one of the most beloved 
classic Christmas stories 
ever.

Traditional food for 
Hanukkah is fried donuts 
and fried potato 
pancakes that are fried 
in oil. According to 
reformjudaism.com, the 
history of Hanukkah 
started  in  168 B.C.E. 
Altar and idols were put 
up for worship for the 
Greek gods and gave 
Jews two options, 
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Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday that happens eight days in December. 
According to cnn.com, Jewish families celebrate by lighting the Menorah, 
a symbol used in Judaism, every eight days or by playing a dreidel that has 
four sides with the Hebrew words hay, gimel, nun, and shin. 

conversion or death. the 
25th day of Hebrew 
month the temple was 
renamed for the Greek 
god Zeus. A Jewish 
resistance led by a 
priestly family also 
known as Hasmoneans   
and Maccabees. They 
developed the cruelty of 
Antiochus. According to 
history.com, they 

developed the cruelty 
of Antiochus. 
According to 
history.com, Jewish 
rebels defended their 
holy land and drove out 
the Syrians. Judah and 
the other Jews of the 
second  temple were 
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believed to have 
witnessed a miracle. 
There was enough olive 
oil to keep the Menorah 
candles burning for a 
single day. According to 
legend though, the 
Menorah burned for eight 
days straight.
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